
ASCLD/LAB PRESENTATIONS ADVOCATING ACCREDITATION 
AS A REPLACEMENT FOR CERTIFICATION



ASCLD/LAB wants their Lab Accreditation to replace 
Certification of Forensic Scientists by Forensic Science 

Organizations.

Why is this bad?

It ignores the expertise and detailed certification processes that 
Forensic Science Organizations have put into place.  They are not 
simply a “single written test” as ASCLD/LAB claims.

ASCLD/LAB thinks that reviewing 5 case packages every 5 years is 
sufficient oversight.  This usually represents less than 1% of an 
analyst’s work.  

ASCLD/LAB doesn’t even have subject matter experts review the 
case packages during an audit or sign off on an analyst’s credentials.
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Omits the fact 
that ASCLD/LAB 
is an NGO... for 

now.
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Another 
omitted fact... 
mandatory 

certification is 
also 

recommended

More omitted 
facts... 

Establishment, 
implementation, 
and enforcement 
of these standards 

is another 
guideline to be 

established.
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Doing away with 
certifying orgs.  

See other 
ASCLD/LAB 

presentations by 
Grubb, Nuener.

Is that what 
anyone wants? 

See ASCLD/LAB 
response to NC 

SBI.
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Problem Solved.  And they didn’t even have to let you know about it.
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This is after 
Roundtables held 

by Sen. Leahy’s 
staff, after WH 
Subcommittee 

has been 
chartered.
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Bye-bye 
Forensic Org. 
Certification



Presentation Made by Mike Grubb (Former 
Chair of ASCLD/LAB), April 1, 2010

Certification! - There are a number of certifying bodies – ABC (American 
Board of Criminalistics), the IAI (the International Association for 
Identification, the ABFT (American Board of Forensic Toxicology), and 
ABFDE (American Board of Forensic Document Examiners). Some people 
currently working in crime laboratories are certified by these groups, and some 
are not.

There may be a different approach to certification. As part of the accreditation 
process, we [ASCLD/LAB] look at the education, training, competency 
testing, proficiency testing and a sampling of at least 5 cases completed by each 
analyst – so we’re seeing the casework documentation (notes) and the reports 
generated by these examiners.

To me, this is a much more rigorous examination of a crime lab employee than 
just taking a test and passing.



Presentation Made by Mike Grubb (Former 
Chair of ASCLD/LAB), April 1, 2010

There is a clause in ISO 17025 which states that management 
must give formal written authorization for each analyst to 
perform certain types of analyses, to use certain instrumentation, 
and to issue reports.

Why couldn’t this be the equivalent of certification?



Presentation Made by John Neuner 
(ASCLD/LAB ISO Program Manager), 
ASCLD Symposium, September 2010
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From “Point of View” Letter, Explaining why they supported 
the shut down of the California Crime Lab Task Force, 

CACLD President Steven Hayes & CAC President Adam Dutra, 
July 28, 2010

[ISO] standards, in ASCLD/LAB’s opinion, satisfy nearly all the 
requirements of individual certification: “It is easily argued that an 
evaluation of education, training, competency testing, proficiency 
testing and casework is much more rigorous than relying on the 
results of a single written test.” Documentation clearly showing 
successful completion of these items for each working analyst must be 
produced during an external assessment that is part of the 
accreditation process...! Inclusion of ASCLD/LAB’s own code of 
ethics (ASCLD/LAB Guiding Principles of Professional 
Responsibility for Crime Laboratories and Forensic Scientists) in 
each laboratory’s quality management document is also very likely in 
the near future.


